
Skeleton Key for any 5 Paragraph Essay 

McGee 

 

The student is to always have the following in any formal 5 paragraph essay: 

 

1. Proper log-in at the top right corner of page 1.  Log-in must include: Full name, date, class period, 

page assignment if from the text book 

2. Two titles are provided: 

a. The first is the creative title: Any title you want 

b. The second is the academic title, which is centered beneath the creative title, set off in 

parenthetics and begins with the wording… (A discussion of…), (A treatment of…), (An 

analysis of…) 

3. Introductory paragraph must contain:  (Must be 5-7 sentences long) 

a. First “Hook” line: Compelling first line using a good quote or idea. 

b. If texts are to be discussed, all texts are named along with authors name provided. 

c. Brief (one sentence) plot summary of each text discussed provided. 

d. Any important words are defined/ 

e. Proper A to B thesis provided.  The thesis MUST be the last sentence of the first 

paragraph, and it must not be phrased in the form of a question. 

4. Body paragraph #2, Point of Validation (POV) #1 must contain: (Must be 5-7 sentences long) 

a. The 1
st
 piece of evidence for the 1

st
 point is summarized in your topic sentence as the first 

sentence of the second paragraph. 

b. Reasons, details or facts must be provided to support your topic sentence.  For every 

example you give, you must explain why this example is important to your overall thesis? 

c. You must use at least one piece of internal validation (Direct quote from the assigned 

text). 

5. Body paragraph #3, Point of Validation (POV) #2 must contain: (Must be 5-7 sentences long) 

a. The 1
st
 piece of evidence for the 1

st
 point is summarized in your topic sentence as the first 

sentence of the second paragraph. 

b. Reasons, details or facts must be provided to support your topic sentence.  For every 

example you give, you must explain why this example is important to your overall thesis? 

c. You must use at least one piece of internal validation (Direct quote from the assigned 

text). 

6. Body paragraph #4, Point of Validation (POV) #3 must contain: (Must be 5-7 sentences long) 

a. The 1
st
 piece of evidence for the 1

st
 point is summarized in your topic sentence as the first 

sentence of the second paragraph. 

b. Reasons, details or facts must be provided to support your topic sentence.  For every 

example you give, you must explain why this example is important to your overall thesis? 

c. You must use at least one piece of internal validation (Direct quote from the assigned 

text). 

7. Conclusion paragraph must contain: (Must be 5-7 sentences long) 

a. Restatement of  your main thesis. Reverse the A to B wording from your thesis. 

b. Summary of 3 primary POVs. 

c. An extension beyond the thesis: Make a prediction or ask a question, make a 

recommendation or use a final good quotation. 

8. Conventions and usage issues: 

a. Be sure EACH sentence has a subject (some thing) and a predicate (doing something) 

b. Check for any run-on sentences  (Example: We played hard we won the game) 

c. Check for any comma splice sentences (Example: We played hard, we won the game) 

d. Check to be sure you didn’t use the first person (I, me, my) or second person (you) 

e. Check for pronoun agreement problems (Example: Everyone forgot their homework) 


